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“Whatever value res ipsa loquitur may have once
provided is gone. Various attempts to apply the so-
called doctrine have been more confusing than helpful.
Its use has been restricted to cases where the facts
permitted an inference of negligence and there was no
other reasonable explanation for the accident. Given its
limited use it is somewhat meaningless to refer to that
use as a doctrine of law.

It would appear that the law would be better served if
the maxim was treated as expired and no longer used
as a separate component in negligence actions. After
all, it was nothing more than an attempt to deal with
circumstantial evidence”.
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